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School Context and Highlights
School Context:
Bowden Brompton Community School (BBCS) is a South Australian DECD Community School working with students who have
been unable to effectively access education in main stream schools. The majority of students have experienced significant
trauma issues in their lives. Trauma refers to complex family breakdown issues, mental health issues, as well as welfare, social
and juvenile justice complexities in student lives. Our students are 'at risk' of not completing their schooling and engagement
and retention of students is therefore of major importance. BBCS students are dealing with complexities in their lives that
alienate them from engaging with traditional mainstream schooling models. Many have been identified with learning difficulties
or disabilities. Our students come from all areas of Adelaide. 80% per cent of the students are Government Assisted (School
Card), a significant number have a Child Protection social worker, and over 30% reside with non-primary caregivers. Other
characteristics of the student population - approximately 31% girls, 25% Indigenous, 31% students with disabilities and 20% are
under the Guardianship of the Minister for FSA.
Significant issues in student lives not only results in high transients of student enrolments, but also contributes to significant
non-attendance. Students who are dealing with complex health and welfare issues translate into fluctuating school attendance.
As such case management is a significant factor in BBCS and all staff undertake significant roles in liaising and meeting with
parents/carers, agencies and other community related services associated with individual students.
Highlights:
The Australian Defence Force Long Tan awards were awarded to two students who have demonstrated leadership and
teamwork both in school and in their broader community. Congratulations to the winner of the Senior School Long Tan, Makayla
D and congratulations to the winner of the Middle School Long Tan, Keahnee C.
2016 saw a renewed commitment to Adventure Programs across the school. In 2015 BBCS provided two camp opportunities
while in 2016, six camps were run successfully which gave students the chance to significantly develop student's capabilities
(AC). The 2016 offerings included the Camps to the following locations; Uluru, APY Lands, Victoria, Mt Crawford and Moonta
Bay. The students developed an awareness of aboriginal perspectives with a specific focus on their personal and social
capabilities.

Governing Council Report
2016 Governing Council Report
On behalf of the Bowden Brompton Community School Governing Council, I have pleasure in submitting the Chairperson's
Report for 2016.
Governing Council acts on behalf of parents on school policy, facilities and programs, and is consulted by School leadership on
matters to do with all aspects of running the School.
Highlights of the achievements and activities of the school involving input and support from Governing Council include:
• 40th Anniversary Celebration
• BBQ/Enterprise Trailer
• Literacy – reading resources approved
• Journey to the Heart
• Camps and Pedal Prix
• Wellbeing Coordinator – Child Wellbeing Program
• Dates for pupil free and school closure days. Pupil Free Days are very important for staff development
• Staff training and development
• Staffing allocation & updates
• Student enrolments
• Inner West Partnership
• Curriculum planning
• Materials and Service Fees for 2017 approved
• Site improvement plan / Strategic Plan / Priorities
Thank you to all members of Governing Council for their time and involvement in 2016 and to Principal John Leondaris and
staff, for the ongoing support provided to the Governing Council enabling it to execute Council roles efficiently.
Governing Council would like to thank the Principal, teachers and staff for their continued hard work undertaken with passion
and enthusiasm in 2016. I thank you all for your time attending meetings, volunteering for maintenance work, cooperation and
guidance throughout 2016 and I look forward to working with you all again for another busy and successful year on Governing
Council.
Leanne Galpin
Governing Council Chairperson
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Improvement Planning and Outcomes
BBCS community had identified Literacy and Numeracy as a strategic priority in 2014, 2015 and 2016. Each site has developed
its own data wall, identifying student literacy and numeracy data.
All children enrolled at BBCS are represented, and data is extracted from multiple diagnostic measures. These are: NAPLAN,
PAT, KTEAII, Fountas and Pinnell, EALD and enrollment personal data. All staff are trained in data analysis for All diagnostic
tests at BBCS. BBCS identifies students most at need, and prioritises assessments to ensure appropriate support, informed
effective methodologies can be employed. BBCS has made heavy investment into data systems, and into intervention
strategies which support key areas of reading (Literacy) and basic mathematic skill (Numeracy). The school strategic plan
identifies that the expectation is that all student lift minimum one year in their Literacy and Numeracy year level in 1 calendar
year.
Every class has been supplied with a Quicksmart Numeracy kit as an intervention strategy which will support the student
progression in numerate automaticity. 4 teaching staff were trained in utilising the Quicksmart tool and then implemented a
whole school staff training early in 2016. Student developed literacy is scaled each term to monitor individual student writing
competency as well as identify progression tasks. School has purchased Fountas and Pinnell reading kits to establish student
reading levels. Each student is tested, with result forwarded to teachers. In so doing, teachers can then provide accessible text
and task for students.
BBCS has also invested in Mathletics as a learning and assessment tool for teachers and students. It again, assigned to tested
learning and achievement level, to ensure authentic and challenging learning.
In 2016, the school created a Literacy and Numeracy Coordinator positions. They led change across the school in Literacy and
Numeracy approach through a Professional Learning Team, whole staff training at Professional Development days, and
completed diagnostic testing. The position has now evolved into a Learner and Engagement position, for 3 years, with
Numeracy and Literacy the cornerstone priority areas of their work. BBCS was a supportive, participating member of the
NAPLAN online trial. The school provided feedback on the test, IT systems support and procedural recommendations.
Equally, BBCS staff and students have an agreed focus on resilience/stamina to tasks. Student engagement to predominantly
all diagnostic testing is often treated with challenge, reluctance or absenteeism. School is undertaking investigating means to
increase student stamina levels of physical energy and brain function.
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Performance Summary
NAPLAN Proficiency
The percentage of non-exempt students enrolled in the school at the time of NAPLAN testing, who have
demonstrated achievement in NAPLAN proficiency bands above the National Minimum Standard for Reading
and Numeracy (DECD SEA). The Standard of Educational Achievement (SEA) is defined as children and young
people progressing and achieving at or above their appropriate year level.

Reading

Data Source: DECD special extract from National Assessment Program Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) SA TAA data holdings, September
2016.*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort. A blank graph may imply student count being less
than six across all cohorts.

Numeracy

Data Source: DECD special extract from National Assessment Program Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) SA TAA data holdings, September
2016.*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort. A blank graph may imply student count being less
than six across all cohorts.
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NAPLAN Progress
The data below represents the growth of students from 2014 to 2016 in the NAPLAN test relative to students
with the same original score, presented in quartiles.

Reading
NAPLAN progression

Year 5-7

Year 7-9

State (average)

Lower progress group

100%

50%

25%

Middle progress group

0%

25%

50%

Upper progress group

0%

25%

25%

Data Source: DECD special extract from Student DataWarehouse, September 2016.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort. Due to rounding of percentages, data may not add up to
100%.

Numeracy
NAPLAN progression

Year 5-7

Year 7-9

State (average)

Lower progress group

75%

60%

25%

Middle progress group

25%

20%

50%

Upper progress group

0%

20%

25%

Data Source: DECD special extract from Student DataWarehouse, September 2016.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort. Due to rounding of percentages, data may not add up to
100%.

NAPLAN Upper Two Bands Achievement
This measure shows the number of non-exempt students enrolled at the time of NAPLAN testing who have demonstrated
achievement in the relevant NAPLAN higher bands.

No. of students who sat No. of students achieving in % of students achieving in
the test
the upper two bands
the upper two bands**
Reading

Numeracy

Reading

Numeracy

Reading

Numeracy

Year 3 2016

*

*

*

*

*

*

Year 3 2014-16 Average

*

*

*

*

*

*

Year 5 2016

*

*

*

*

*

*

Year 5 2014-16 Average

*

*

*

*

*

*

Year 7 2016

16

16

0

0

0%

0%

Year 7 2014-16 Average

17.0

17.0

0.0

0.0

0%

0%

Year 9 2016

25

25

0

0

0%

0%

Year 9 2014-16 Average

23.0

23.0

0.0

0.0

0%

0%

Data Source: DECD special extract from NAPLAN SA TAA data holdings, August 2016.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort.
**NOTE: Percentages have been rounded off to the nearest whole number.
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South Australian Certificate of Education - SACE
SACE Stage 2 Grades ʹPercentage of grades that are C- or above
for attempted SACE subjects (SEA).
2014

2015

2016

*

*

0

Data Source: SACE Schools Data reports, extracted January 2016.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort.

SACE Stage 2 Grade distribution
Grade

2014

2015

2016

A+

0%

0%

0%

A

0%

0%

0%

A-

0%

0%

0%

B+

0%

0%

0%

B

0%

0%

0%

B-

0%

0%

0%

C+

0%

0%

0%

C

0%

0%

0%

C-

0%

0%

0%

D+

0%

0%

0%

D

0%

0%

0%

D-

0%

0%

0%

E+

0%

0%

0%

E

0%

0%

0%

E-

0%

0%

0%

N

0%

0%

0%

Data Source: SACE Schools Data reports, extracted January 2016.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort. Due to rounding of percentages, data
may not add up to 100%.

SACE Completion - Percentage of completers out of those
students who had the potential to complete their SACE that
year.
2014

2015

2016

0%

0%

0%

Data Source: SACE Schools Data reports, extracted January 2016.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort.

2014

2015

2016

Percentage of year 12 students undertaking
vocational training or trade training

89%

100%

50%

Percentage of year 12 students attaining a year 12
certificate or equivalent VET qualification

33%

25%

17%
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School Performance Comment
NAPLAN proficiency data identifies that there has been modest improvement of students in year 7 meeting the Reading
proficiency band minimum standard for reading. 16 students sat the test.
No Year 9 (of 25 participants) were able to achieve the proficiency band for minimum standard for Reading. Internal diagnostic
testing, utilising the Kauffmann Test for Educational Assessment (KTEA II) has indicated that student reading from year 6- 12 is
at a Year 4 level (4.8). KTEA II data also identifies that in Numeracy, the school achievement level is within the Year 4 level
(4.3). This identifies that, by and large, all our students have multiple years of improvement to reach the appropriate year level
achievement standard.
Student gaps in learning exist due to chronic attendance issues in their past schooling experience, as well as high transience
between school settings. 2016 school average for number of schools students have attended is 4.5. Student participation in the
test has also seen regular abandonment early in the test due to student disdain for the process. This is often due
self-confidence or inability to attend to the questions with understanding or confidence.
As identified in the Improvement Planning and Outcomes statement, school focus is heavily geared to student development of
basics and to a suitably challenging level (their KTEA II year level). Analysis of Maths data indicates students require particular
focus on measurement in both year 7 and 9, with the greater proportion of incorrect answers attributed to this area.
In 2016, total SACE enrollments were at 57 students. Stage 1 compulsory subjects were undertaken over the full year. The
SACE enrollment changes now allow students to complete ten credit subjects over the course of a year providing more
flexibility that better meets the needs of our students.
BBCS registered 57 SACE students in 2016, while subject enrollments for senior students totaled 193. This year our SACE
enrollments were spread across several year levels. The year level break down was as follows: 22 Year 12 students, 32 Year
11 students, 19 Year 10 students, nine Year 9 students and five Year 8 students. A total of ten SACE subjects were offered to
BBCS students in 2016 including nine Stage 1 SACE subjects and one Stage 2 Subject.
All BBCS senior students were given the opportunity to participate in a minimum of three SACE subjects. All fifty-seven
students enrolled in the Essential English and Essential Mathematics subjects while fifty-four of these also enrolled in the
Personal Learning Plan (PLP). Two students with identified disabilities were enrolled in the SACE Modified Subjects – English.
Given the growth in BBCS students with identified disabilities, Modified Subjects are predicted to grow in 2017 and beyond.
Of the 57 registered senior students, 18 students were engaged in a VET/SACE combination study programme. All external
studies for senior students were at a Certificate 1 or higher level with students engaged in a combination of full time or part time
programmes.

Attendance
Year level

2014

2015

2016

Year 06

76.7%

66.4%

77.3%

Year 07

66.2%

61.7%

63.4%

Year 08

55.8%

65.5%

58.0%

Year 09

51.3%

51.5%

53.8%

Year 10

47.5%

44.9%

42.4%

Year 11

59.9%

46.4%

27.7%

Year 12

53.7%

48.9%

39.0%

Total

57.2%

52.1%

48.1%

Data Source: Site Performance Reporting System, Semester 1 Attendance.
Note: A blank cell indicates there were no students enrolled.
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Attendance Comment
The school’s objective is to improve each and every student’s attendance and engagement which is clearly articulated in the
Vision and Mission statements.
School Vision: Empower young people of BBCS through student inspired educational experiences and positive relationships to
reach their full potential.
Mission: BBCS promotes student wellbeing and ignites student’s passion for learning through positive relationships and
inspiring student driven curriculum. We support all students in a new beginning for a positive future.
BBCS has an exhaustive list of “Attendance Strategies”.

Behaviour Management Comment
BBCS has maintained its focus in response to significant behaviours in 2016. The strong approach to challenging behaviours,
coupled with consistent and equitable counseling processes enables students to develop understandings of school and
community expectations in regards to sociable behaviour. Behaviour incidents overall have increased in 2016 thus an increase
in take homes as a consequence. The school has a focus on maintaining a safe environment for staff and students therefore
responses to inappropriate behaviour are enacted within a timely manner ensuring consequences aim to restore relationships
and give back to the school community.

Client Opinion Summary
Student Survey:
The survey was offered to all students although only 40 students responded to the survey.
The strongest response was to “my school gives me opportunities to do interesting things” with 53% students strongly agreed
and 25% of students agreed. The next strongest response was to “I like being at school” with 31% strongly agreed and 43%
agreed. The school also received a positive response to “teachers expect me to do my best” with 44% strongly agreed & 17%
agreed. The fourth strongest response was to “teachers at my school treat students fairly” 45% & strongly agreed & 21%
agreed. Areas that require investigation and/or improvement were “I feel safe at my school” 18% strongly disagreed & 16%
disagreed and “student behaviour is well managed at my school “with 26% strongly disagreed and 26% disagreed.
Staff Survey:
16 staff responded for the request to complete the online survey.
The strongest response was to “parents can talk to staff about their concerns” 50% strongly agreed and 50% agreed. The
staff’s response to “students can talk to teachers about their concerns” with 44% strongly agreed & 44% agreed. Areas of
improvement or further investigation were responses to “this school takes staff opinions seriously” 6% strongly disagreed &
50% disagreed and “student behaviour is well managed” with 13% strongly disagreed and 25% disagreed.
Parent Survey:
Only 3 parents responded to the survey with all bar one response being positive. The parent’s response to student behaviour is
well managed was a spread with 1 parent strongly disagreed, 1 agreed and 1 strongly agreed.
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Intended Destination
School
Leave Reason

Number

%

Employment

1

2.3%

Interstate/Overseas

0

NA

Other

2

4.7%

Seeking Employment

10

23.3%

Tertiary/TAFE/Training

5

11.6%

Transfer to Non-Govt School

0

NA

Transfer to SA Govt School

15

34.9%

Unknown

10

23.3%

Unknown (TG - Not Found)

0

NA

Data Source: Education Department School Administration System (EDSAS) Data extract Term 4 2016.

DECD Relevant History Screening
Before DECD employees and Non DECD employees can work at Bowden Brompton Community School (BBCS) we check that
the person(s) have a current clearance from the Department of Communities & Social Inclusion. This includes all new staff,
student teachers, TRTs, volunteers, contract employees, government and non-government agencies or people that provide a
service to our school.
On the rare occasion that students over the age of 18 are seeking enrolment at BBCS they too have provided the school with
their DCSI National Screening Certificate.
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Teacher Qualifications and Workforce Composition
All teachers at this school are qualified and registered with the SA Teachers Registration Board.
Qualification Level

Number of Qualifications

Bachelor Degrees or Diplomas

49

Post Graduate Qualifications

23

Data Source: DECD HR Management Reporting System, extracted Term 4 2016.

Please note: Staff who have more than 1 qualification will be counted more than once in the above qualification
table. Therefore the total number of staff by qualification type may be more than the total number of teaching
staff.

Workforce Composition including Indigenous staff
Teaching Staff

Non-Teaching Staff

Indigenous

Non-Indigenous

Indigenous

Non-Indigenous

1.0

23.9

1.4

10.6

1

26

2

15

Full-Time Equivalents
Persons

Data Source: DECD HR Management Reporting System, extracted Term 4 2016.

Financial Statement
Funding Source
Grants: State

Amount
4,478,979.27

Grants: Commonwealth

13, 300.00

Parent Contributions

74,636.15

Fund Raising
Other

0

5,324.54

Data Source: Data Source: Education Department School Administration System (EDSAS).

2016 School Annual Report: Tier 2 Funding Report*
*Tier 2 funding provides additional resources to support students who are unlikely to obtain the desired outcomes without further support.

Tier 2 Funding
Section

Tier 2 Category (where applicable
to the site)

Briefly describe how the 2016 funding was used to improve the relevant Outcomes achieved or progress
Standard of Educational Achievement (SEA) outcomes
towards these outcomes

Improved Behaviour Management and BBCS staff participating in and leading professional development, updating the
school's framework, sharing and implementing curriculum to explicitly teach the
Engagement
personal and social capabilities.

Targeted Funding for
Individual Students

Targeted Funding for
Groups of Students

Program Funding for
all Students

Other Discretionary
Funding

Daily structure and time table
modified to better prepare and engage
students.

Improved Outcomes for Students with Maintenance of low student to teacher ratio. Intensive support program (one to one
support) for identified students.
an Additional Language or Dialect

Improved engagement for individual
students in learning programs

Improved Outcomes for Students with Maintenance of low student to teacher ratio. Intensive support program (one to one
support) for identified students.
Disabilities

Individual students demonstrating
through KT2 testing growth in excess
of 2 yrs.

Improved Outcomes for
- Rural & Isolated Students
- Aboriginal Students
- Numeracy and Literacy

Maintenance of low student to teacher ratio. Intensive support program (one to one
support) for identified students.

Supportive relationships that assists in
a growth/resilience mind set with
students that are struggling with their
learning.

First Language Maintenance &
Development
Students taking Alternative Pathways
Students with Learning Difficulties
Grant

All Core teachers have the skills to administer diagnostics test and utilise diagnostic
data to inform student development and provide valid learning experiences.

All teachers and curriculum support staff to use explicit numeracy and literacy teaching
methodologies and share good practice to demonstrate successes in the classroom.

Mapping students growth

"Journey to respect", programme developed and delivered to Aboriginal male students
with a focus on identity, culture, numeracy, literacy and the personal and social
capabilities.

Australian Curriculum
Aboriginal Languages Programs
Initiatives

"Journey to the heart", camp to the Anagu, APY Lands and Uluru.

Immersing students in Aboriginal
culture and language.

Better Schools Funding

Installation of a climbing gym. Scientific research states the benifits of climbing for
students that exhibit extreme emotional behaviour.

Reduced bullying in the yard &
incidents of students climbing trees &
buildings.

Specialist School Reporting (as
required)

Maintenance of low student to teacher ratio. Intensive support program (one to one
support) for identified students.

Minimizing student's anti social
behaviours.

Improved Outcomes for Gifted
Students

Student Program requests & Project Based Learning,

Students participating in a range of
individualised programs.

Primary School Counsellor (if
applicable)

0.05 Salary was used towards employing a youth worker at the Little Para Campus

Individualized student support as
required.

